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What is animal
welfare?

- Many different
views

- Animal welfare is
not the same term
as animal rights,
animal liberation

* Itis about ‘the state’
of an animal’

- good animal welfare,
bad welfare




Global Animal welfare Definition

‘Animal Welfare refers to an animal’s quality of
life.

* Inagood state of welfare if it is healthy,
comfortable, well nourished, safe, able to
express types of behaviour that are
important for its health and well-being and

it is not suffering from unpleasant issues
like pain, fear and distress.’




Delivering the Five
Freedoms

Freedom from hunger and thirst: by ready access to fresh
water and a diet to maintain full health and vigour.
Freedom from discomfort: by providing an appropriate
environment including shelter and a comfortable resting
area.

Freedom from pain, injury or disease: by prevention
through rapid diagnosis and treatment.

Freedom to express normal behaviour: by providing
sufficient space, proper facilities and company of the
animal’s own kind.

Freedom from fear and distress: by ensuring conditions
and treatment which avoid mental suffering.




Australian Constitutional Framework

Federal Government

e Limited powers - don't
include animal welfare
and disease control in
States and Territories

Include international

trade (including live

exports directly),

taxation, corporations bpr? — Jy It g
and Quarantine




Australian Constitutional Framework

State and Territory Governments

e Responsible for animal healthand &
disease control, and animal welfare £

Animal Welfare Acts or Prevention
of cruelty to animals legislation
and RSPCA inspectors

Responsible department varies —
agriculture, local government,
environment

— causes some difficulties in
consistent application of welfare
codes/standards.

Photo courtesy of Pamela Berrigan

, Turrawulla Station, QLD




Societal drivers for welfare change

+ Increasing community concerns on
animal welfare (and role of govts)
+ Intensive farming
+ Traditional practices.

+ Loss of connection and empathy
with farming from urban consumers.

+ Animal activists running more
campaigns and media attention.

+ Commercially driven increase in
demand for ‘animal welfare friendly’
products — but also CHEAP food (e.g.
milk)




Ethical considerations

Respect for..

Producers

Farmer health
& welfare

Managerial
freedom

Fair treatment
INn trade and
law

Consumers

Availability of
safe
wholesome
food

Choice and
labelling

Affordability of
food

Living
environment

Conservation

Biodiversity

Sustainability




International importance of welfare

+ Animal welfare is a growing
global issue

+ World Organisation for Animal Health
(OIE) Guidelines for Animal Welfare

+ PETA campaigns

+ Compassion in World Farming
+ Animals Angels

+ Animals Australia

+ World Bank
+ FAO, OECD, etc.




181 Countries agree on standards
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Australia’s Animal Welfare Strategy

B [t was Australia’s blueprint to improve

Australian Animal Welfare ] .
Strategy and National animal welfare - across the entire

Implementation Plan 2010-14
community

- All uses of animals.

Federal Government provided approx

$8.6million from 2005-2014

- Shared funds/lots of in-kind and

WELFARE generated over $30.5m in value
STRATEGY .




All Australians value animals and are

committed to improving their welfare

Strategy and National
Implementation Plan 2010-14




To deliver sustainable improvements in the

welfare of all animals.




1. ANIMALS: The welfare needs of animals are

understood and met

2. NATIONAL SYSTEMS: National systems deliver

consistent animal welfare outcomes and give

priority to ongoing improvements

3. PEOPLE: People make ethical decisions regarding

A animal welfare, supported by knowledge and skills

4 . INTERNATIONAL: Australia is actively engaged

in international partnerships and developments to

! f improve animal welfare
)




Implementation Plan

e Summarises the strategy activities for each goal
 Outlines national priorities and planned investments
 Establishes the basis for reporting,

and identifies key pieces of evidence

for performance and progress

* Indentifies responsibilities and
accountabilities

e Assesses primary risks

* Promotes active stakeholder engagement




AUSTRALIAN ANIMAL WELFARE STRATEGY NATIONAL IMPLEMENTATION PLAN ‘
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Implementation Plan

20Years 1. Animals: The welfare needs of animals are
(goal) understood and met.

10 years The welfare of animals is considered and managed in all decisions
and activities that affect them. Animals experience better levels of
care, management and wellbeing.

4 years Regular internal and *Coordinated actionsto | *lImproved infrastructure,
external reporting of address welfare issues networks, resources to
progress against agreed drive delivery of benefits
measures, benchmarks *Avoid duplication of for animals.

effort
(monitor trends) (Deliver improvements)
(Act on key issues)

(objectives)




- Windows Internet Explorer

australiananimalwelfare.com.au/

AAWS :: Home

AUSTRALIAN
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STRATEGY About AAWS | Advisory Committee | Working Groups | ContactUs

Welcome to the Australian Animal Welifare Strategy website, where animal owners,
the veterinary profession, livestock producers, processors and transporters, animal
welfare bodies, researchers, consumers and government bodies all come together.
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Influencing overseas

» Dept. Agriculture took ‘AAWS’
offshore to Middle East and
Asia/Oceania to assist the e

development of regional animal
welfare strategies and and strongly
supported OIE efforts.

(] AU St ra I ia Was Iea d i ng the Regional Animal Welfare Strategy for

Asia, the Far Fast and Oceania:
Implementation Plan

implementation of the Asia/Oceania
Regional Animal Welfare Strategy. ||

28 & 29 April 2010

December 2010




Engagement is the key

« Allows for sustainable
Improvements by
‘evolution’ not ‘revolution’.

Developed through
Inclusive process and will
continue that way, to drive
ownership and
commitment.



http://www.amrric.org/gallery/working-ali-curung-central-australia

Some current issues in Australia

Animal abuse and
domestic violence.

Intensive farming versus
free range

Animals in disasters

Genetic disorders in certain
breeds e.qg. bulldogs




Some current issues overseas

Helping countries to
Improve animal
transport and slaughter.

Intensive farming versus &g
free range — A\ FOOD. ¥

Animals in disasters.

Stray dogs.




Global Standards on working equides....

Humans and animals
have a terrible life

China buying donkeys
around the world to kill
them for their hides

» Gelatine product Ejiao
for libido, etc




Donkey hide trade is devastating for Africa

Donkey hide gelatin called
Ejiao




THANKYOU FORYOURATTENTION
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