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Is there
anyone
out there?
Expressions of
interest to be invited

I

S there anyone out there
prepared to enter into a business arrangement with the WSCC
that would result in a bigger, upto-date club, at the same time
ensuring its long-term future?
We may be about to find out.
The club is to, initially, invite
developers who have already
expressed interest to expand on
their ideas on how the club’s site
may best be developed. Subsequently, it is likely that proposals
may be invited through tender
columns.
Potential developers will be
provided with an "expressions of
interest" paper, prepared by the
Development Advisory Group and
approved by the club’s management committee, which sets out in
detail the club’s requirements.
Proposals that may be forthcoming can be acted upon only
with the concurrence of club
members at a special meeting
called for this purpose.
The Development Advisory
Group was set up as a consequence of concerns about the
club’s inadequacies expressed by
members at general meetings, in
survey results, and at a day-long
workshop.
A Strategic Planning Project,
which has been the subject of
intense discussion over the past
two years, made clear the need
for the club to expand, to provide

On behalf of the WSCC, President Anne Murray accepts a cheque for
$30,000 from ACT Chief Minister John Stanhope. Story on p 3.
The Development Advisory
the existing membership with
Group has stressed that the club’s
better facilities, and to provide
interests should be aggressively
for a future increase in the
represented. Negotiations would
number of seniors in the club’s
require skill and firmness.
"catchment area".
The club has 82 years of its
The club would be represented
lease to run, on an increasingly
by a solicitor, an accountant and
valuable block of land.
its own experts in development
Last year the club commisprojects.
sioned architects Small and
The Development Advisory
Quinton to draw up a plan for an
Group is optimistic that the ACT
"ideal club", addressing present
Government would favourably
shortcomings and assuming that a consider proposals advantageous
new club could be financed.
to seniors, Chief Minister John
Potential developers would
Stanhope having commended the
need to consider the cost of
club on its foresight and energy.
satisfying the requirements of the
Members will be informed at
WSCC and of changing lease
all stages, through the Meridian,
conditions, in addition to development costs for its own purposes. the club’s website
www.wodenseniors.org.au (on
There are other criteria a
which the expressions of interest
developer would have to satisfy.
document may be found), at the
The club would need to be
provided with an ongoing revenue annual general meeting, and at
special meetings called for this
stream (perhaps a percentage of
purpose.
rent charged), and alternative
As at all stages over the past
accommodation would need to be
two
years, members will be
provided while the site was being
provided
with information or
developed. Car parking would be
clarification on request.
an important issue.

Editor’s comments Membership renewal: herculean task
Forget Johnny and Dubya and Tony. I
get the news that matters when I visit
my hairdresser and read the magazines
while I wait. “Meg begs, ‘Take me
back, Dennis!’”; “The photo that
broke Julia Roberts’ heart”; “Mary
Tyler Moore’s facelift hell”; “My
boyfriend died making love to me”.
THREE GREAT LIES (1)
When Ronald Reagan died recently, a
quip attributed to him was: “I’m from
the government, and I’m here to help
you”. Reminds me of the three great
lies, of which Reagan’s “I’m from the
government” was one. The others?
“My cheque’s in the mail”, and “Of
course I’ll still respect you in the
morning”.
THREE GREAT LIES (2)
Benjamin Disraeli had another slant
on the three great lies. Said he, there
are lies, damned lies, and statistics.
TELLING IT LIKE IT IS (1)
“Of Mr Glover’s animal pieces we
will say nothing; we are only sorry
that he should so far mistake his
powers as to spend a moment on their
execution”. - The Times, 14 June
1821, reviewing Glover’s painting
“Cattle. The last gleam of the setting
sun” (1816), exhibited at the NGA as
part of John Glover and the Colonial
Picturesque.
TELLING IT LIKE IT IS (2)
Which reminds me of a review of a
performance by a Leeds amateur
orchestra which appeared in The
Yorkshire Post in the ’50s. After
congratulating the musicians on their
enthusiasm, the reviewer ended by
advising them in future to play for
themselves, “behind closed doors”.
FATE WORSE THAN DEATH
Nancy Astor : If I were your wife I
would put poison in your coffee!
Winston Churchill: Madam, if I were
your husband, I would drink it.
TIMELY COMMENT
There are laws to protect the freedom
of the press’ speech, but none that are
worth anything to protect the people
from the press. - Mark Twain.
THAT WOULD BE ABOUT RIGHT
“NSW is to be slugged with higher
electricity charges. Consumers will
pay $1 a week more. That’s $52 a
year”. - WIN news.
WISDOM
I prefer old age to the alternative. Maurice Chevalier.
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T the time of writing 392
applications for renewal of
membership have been processed.
This, together with those who
were already financial for 200405, plus a few new members,
brings the current membership to
502, with a few more still in the
pipeline.
My thanks go firstly to those
of you who returned your forms
promptly; secondly to Umar,
Muriel and the other front office
volunteers who have done sterling
work in logging the applications;
and thirdly to those volunteers
who responded to my invitation to
become part of the work group
responsible for keying in data.
To name names, I thank
Colleen Scott, Marie Mathews,
Sue Barrett, Grewal Brajinda,
Alma Stephenson and Vivienne
Singleton.
I appreciate that simply keying
in data can be a very tedious

occupation. But I believe that it
becomes less so the more one
understands and appreciates the
inner workings of the program
one is using, and for that reason
alone I regret that due to constraints of time and space I was
unable to give all of the volunteers as much tuition time as I
(and they) would have liked.
However, if the committee’s
plans for additional computer
facilities come to fruition, and if
a time convenient to the whole
work group can be arranged
during the coming year, I propose
to hold a short course in the
construction and management of
data bases, in the hope that this
will add interest to the task.
But in any case I can now
sleep peacefully in the knowledge
that if I fail to wake up tomorrow
the data base will live on!
Dennis Glanville
(Records Clerk)

If I may be able to help, call me!
By Stephanie Tolson

I

AM working with the Home
and Community Care (HACC)
team at Woden Community
Services for six months in Chris
Ledger’s position. As a case
manager, I am available to assist
members of the WSCC who
satisfy the criteria as service users
of the HACC program.
I can be phoned on 6260 5400
between 8.30 and 4.30 Monday
to Friday, and I am happy to meet
you at my office, or to visit you at
your home.
I am looking forward to the
next six months. Don’t hesitate to
call. I will do all I can to help, and
you are assured of confidentiality.
Our programs include transport, respite and activity groups,
case management for people with
a significant disability or high
support requirements, and the
provision of advice on any
matters that may concern you. If I
can’t help you directly, I will do

all I can to refer you to someone
who can.
I have lived in Canberra for 38
years with my husband, and we
have three adult children. I have
worked for Woden Community
Services for 23 years, during
which time there have been great
changes and expansion in community services.
I enjoy meeting people,
travelling, showing people around
our lovely city, and visiting
exhibitions.

ACT Government grant
of $30,000 to club
T
HE club has received a
cheque for $30,000 from the
ACT Government to assist it with
its strategic planning and refurbishment agenda.
Club President Anne Murray
accepted the cheque from Chief
Minister John Stanhope at the
club on 10 August.
Anne told Mr Stanhope that
the club had already decided how
to spend the money, and was
preparing a submission for more.
Mr Stanhope responded that he
would be disappointed were this
otherwise. He acknowledged the
club’s contribution to the welfare
of older people in the community,
and its need for ongoing support.
"I am conscious of all the hard
work club members have done",
Mr Stanhope said. "My Government recognises the valuable
service this club provides in
encouraging its members to
participate in physical, creative
and intellectual activities, all of
which contribute to strengthening
community engagement".
Mr Stanhope said that
Canberra was ageing faster than

any other part of Australia.
"In about 25 years time
Canberra will have 23,000 more
people aged in their 70s - nearly
three times today’s figure. And
our 80-year-olds will quadruple
from 3000 today to more than
12,000".
Mr Stanhope said seniors had
made a significant contribution to
the well-being of the community,
and that the Government was
"committed to ensuring they are
able to age in an active, yet
graceful way, and are provided
with appropriate levels of security, and services to meet their
needs".
After the presentation, Mr
Stanhope stayed for morning tea
and sandwiches, taking the
opportunity to meet members.
Once again club members
responded to the occasion. Many
thanks to all those who helped in
so many ways, such as preparing
tea and refreshments, moving
furniture and ensuring orderly
parking.

ACT Seniors Card a Canberra
success story, says Chief Minister
Mr Stanhope chose the
cheque-presentation occasion to
also launch the Seniors Card
Directory.
"The ACT Seniors Card
scheme is one of Canberra’s great
success stories". he said.
"More than 37,000 people
over the age of 60 are members of
the program".
Mr Stanhope acknowledged
the role of the Council of the
Ageing in managing the program
on behalf of the Government.
"The Directory that we are
launching today lists more than

420 businesses that provide
discounted products and services
to our seniors, and more restaurants and holiday accommodation
than ever before.
"It also identifies discounts
that the ACT Government provides, including concessions at
off-peak times on ACTION buses,
and discounts on motor vehicle
registrations, spectacles and dog
registration".
Mr Stanhope said the ACT
Government had recently
increased funding to COTA to
manage the scheme.

Improved medical
after hours service

B

Y next month or October an
improved medical after hours
service is expected to be operational in Canberra.
Members who attended the
club’s information meeting in
June were told this by Anne
Cramer (ACT Health Department). Anne said that CALMS the after hours service run by
local doctors - was to be improved and extended as a result of
discussions with the Health
Department. CALMS is "owned"
by private practitioners.
Concern had been expressed
that not everyone had access to
CALMS, as about one in five
Canberra doctors did not belong
to the organisation. As a result
people ended up going to hospital
emergency departments instead,
or not seeking assistance until
their own doctor was available.
Anne said it was proposed to
relocate CALMS clinics in
hospitals, thereby making access
to them easier.
Under Health First, the new
"one-stop" system, all emergency
calls (6207 7777) will be assessed by trained personnel to
determine the degree of urgency,
and action decided upon. Callers
will not be referred elsewhere.
Anne said people would be
made aware of the improved
system, and how it operates. An
important aspect would be to
educate patients how to describe
their symptoms more accurately.
Visiting doctors would carry a
wider range of drugs, so that
rather than write a prescription
(which a patient would not be
able to obtain until pharmacy
opening hours), a patient would in
most cases be immediately
provided with medication.
There would be a three-tier
after-hours fees system - full;
concessional for card-holders; and
bulk-billing, where appropriate.
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